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EDITORIAL
A Time of Reflection
We reflect upon the General Conference with mixed
feelings. In a number of ways it was a significant conference. In other ways there were some disturbing elements.
The business sessions were conducted with efficiency.
The dispensing with the roll calls through the creation of
a Credentials Committee was a welcome innovation. The
moderators were fair and efficient. They with the assistance
of our experienced Conference Secretary guided the conference through an increasingly heavy load of business.
The conference had an international flavor. This was
the first conference at which there were national delegates
from the Brethren in Christ Church in India. This along
with a national delegate from the Church in Africa and the
meeting of the conference so near the Canadian-United
States border made this Ninety-eighth Annual Conference
unique.
We lived up to our name. We acted like Brethren in
Christ. We debated on the floor of the conference as
brethren. The fellowship in the worship service — the
feet washing and the communion — were such as to make
it difficult to think of anything less than an annual General
Conference.
We are growing. Our membership passed the 10,000
mark. We may not be proud of our size but we can be
encouraged by our growth. This is no longer the experience
of every denomination. As a denomination we have sought
to remember that the cross is a truer symbol of the church
than the statistic. But we do believe that statistics tell us
something and as far as growth in membership goes we
like what we see this year.
There were some disturbing facets to the conference.
Our commitment in finances and personnel hardly keeps
pace with our words. We fail to respond adequately to
the urgency of the times. Although there was a 4.6%
increase in our giving during 1967 when compared to the
adjusted figure for 1966 a smaller percentage of our dollar
went for missions. Even the increase in our overall giving
does not reflect the affluence of our economy nor the
urgency of the world's need.
Cover Pictures
For the first time the Brethren in Christ Church in India sent
nationals as delegates to a General Conference. The top cover
photograph shows delegates Surendra N. Rai and Hem K. Paul
visiting with Ammon S. Mweetwa of Africa, a delegate to the
Conference from Africa. (See July 1 issue for information concerning Rev. Rai and Rev. Paul. See article on page 6 by Mr. Mweetwa.)
A significant moment at the General Conference is the recognition
by the Conference of those who were ordained to the ministry of the
Gospel during the past year. This year three ministers were
recognized. From left to right: Charles N. Norman, pastor of the
Rosebank Church, Hope, Kansas; Wayne H. Schiedel, pastor of the
Rosebank Church, Kitchener, Ontario; and Hubert L. Stern, pastor
of the Spring Hope Church, Schellsburg, Pa.
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This was the conference in which we merged the Mount
Carmel Home and leased the Chicago Mission. Conditions
dictated the wisdom of both of these decisions. These
moves could hardly be interpreted as progress, and General
Conference did not find them easy to accept. There was
no attempt to rationalize. This in itself was a hopeful
sign. The significance of the conference may be in lessons
these experiences have taught us.
What are some of the lessons which this conference can
teach us? Let us suggest a few.
a. Beality and history have a way of catching up with
us. We may ignore them and postpone the consequences.
We cannot escape them. Whether it is the pattern of our
nurture or the operation of our institutions we must face
the facts of reality or the results will be both inevitable
and fatal. Our decisions and planning must be made by
us in the light of facts. This does not rule out faith but
truth is as much a part of God's pattern as faith.
b. We need personnel with training equal to their
commitment and both equal to the demands of our times.
It was pointed out on the floor of the conference that there
are youth eager to serve but there is a lack of mature and
trained adult leadership. As a church we have been slow
to recognize the Christian ministry of certain vocations
which are sorely needed today. We need social workers,
counsellors, psychologists, sociologists and the list could
go on. We have rightly emphasized sacrifice and spiritual
vitality but we have expected these to carry more than
they could bear. To serve our present age we need Christians equipped for every good work.
(Continued on page ten)

tf-lam the, Zdito*,:
This w e regard as the General Conference issue of the
VISITOR.
W e thought t h a t it w o u l d be a p p r o p r i a t e f o r the
moderator for this conference year to share with the church
his concerns and vision. The lead article is his message to
the church.
How does a missionary feel and of w h a t does
as he sits in a General Conference? O r w h a t is the
of one our brethren from the church in Africa? W e
find out as John G r a y b i l l a n d Ammon M w e e t w a
to these questions.

he think
reaction
tried to
respond

W e have included a new feature in this issue "Readers
W r i t e . " The continuance o f this feature w i l l depend upon
the quantity and appropriateness of the letters from our
readership. This w i l l be an opportunity f o r readers to react
to articles which are published or to other areas related to
church life. Letters must be signed a n d should reflect a
Christian attitude in spite of differences o f position. It w i l l
be understood the editor retains the right to determine the
appropriateness of a letter f o r publishing. Letters which
readers may wish to write to the editor but not for publication
w i l l be welcome but should be so indicated.
Z
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A YEAR OF COMMITMENT
Bishop Roy V. Sider
Moderator of the General Conference
Newly designated Moderator, Bishop Roy V.
Sider addresses the Conference following his
installation by the retiring moderator, Bishop
J. N. Hostetter.

HE themes of two General Conferences call for a year
of action for the Brethren in Christ Church in 1968-69.
TConference
past spoke of "Christian Nurture." The Con-

ference of '69 speaks of "Outreach." We must properly
blend these to produce a year of glorious accomplishment
for our Lord across the brotherhood.
God has been, and is at work in our fellowship. For
this we praise Him. Stark realism, however, jolts us into
an awareness that our nurture ministry has been "too
little—too late." Where are tens of thousands of new
enrollees who joined Brethren in Christ Sunday Schools
in the last two decades? Where are thousands of the
children born in our homes but lost to the family of God?
Many have never been brought to a life-regenerating
encounter with our Living Lord. And what of those who
have? Who has nurtured those who bowed at our altars,
who responded on decision days, who accepted Jesus at
V.B.S.?
It is a criminal offence for parents to bring children
into the world and withhold from them the necessities of
life. Similarly, the church has no right to invite a person
to Jesus Christ unless it is prepared to give spiritual food,
loving care, and proper discipline to the new Christian.
Too often we have expected new born babes in Christ
to "fend for themselves," to sit at the table with mature
Christians. Babies take personal attention, sometimes a
special formula. Protected against the rigors of adult
life, showered with love, and disciplined according to
knowledge, they develop into mature members of the
family. Likewise in the household of God.
Paul said, "But we were gentle when we were with
you, as gentle as a mother taking care of her children—
You were so dear to us!—You know that we treated each
one of you just as a father treats his own children. We
encouraged you, we comforted you, and we kept urging
you to live the kind of life that pleases God, who calls you
to share His own Kingdom and glory." (from I Thess.
ch. 2 G.N.F.M.M.).
Dare we objectively analyze our ministries, measure
our effectiveness and take seriously our spiritual responsibility? Dare we do otherwise? Who can defend antiquated
methods in a generation perfecting communication techniques? Who can afford shoddy preparation when even
tooth paste is sold with finesse? Who can be party to
spiritual impotency when evil forces engulf society? Too
often we cover our inertia, complacency and worldliness
with a pharisaical prayer "God bless us and send us
revival." Certainly we need revival, but the Holy Spirit will
never move upon us unless we repent of our gross indifference and with vigor lay hold of the work of the
July 29,1968

Kingdom.
Age-graded pastor's class and revitalized Sunday School
sessions, especially for youth and adults, can place the lifesustaining Word within the grasp of young believers. Here the new Heritage Series has a welcomed freshness.
New Christians should be whole-heartedly received
into our congregations and into our homes. "Person to
person" and "family to family" involvement in spiritual and
social exercises between the spiritually "young" and the
spiritually "mature" will benefit both. What untapped nurture resources are available in these inter-personal, interfamily relationships.
To achieve this cross-fertilization, the Christian home
must above all else, be the place where new life in
Christ is germinated, brought forth, and tenderly nurtured to maturity. Here the atmosphere needs to be Christlike and time given for the life of the spirit. The holy
habits of personal and family devotions will be placed
at least on a par with the physical health habits of the
family. When the Kingdom of God is first in the home,
it will be first in the lives of its children. This in turn
will be transmitted to those who come to share our fellowship.
Our Lord's expectation for His Body is nothing less
than this continuing fusion of new believers into His life
and ministry. The General Conference of 1968 time and
time again urged us to accelerate this process with vigor
and determination.
The Board of Christian Education summoned us with
the on-going directive "Commission: Communicate Christ."
The 1968 Forward Campaign urges the use of "Doorways
Unlimited" to bring men to Christ. The Conference committed us to strongly support the Board for Missions in
meeting the desperate needs of our world. The Director
of Evangelism, as part of a three year program, sought and
received conference approval for an established growth
goal of 10% annually for each congregation. The speaker
of the Conference Sermon told us our administration could
as well care for 50,000 members. The retiring recording
secretary called upon us to do something beyond selfperpetuating church machinery. The General Conference
set for its 1969 theme "Outreach."
So What!
All of this will be nothing but wasted verbiage unless
we, everyone of us, lay ourselves open to God and available to men. With pure hearts! With fervent prayer! With
holy zeal! With total mobilization! With these we pledge
before our Lord and Saviour to saturate our communities
with the Gospel. We will confront its residents with the
(Continued on page four)
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Conference
M a n y of our readers were at Conference. Others w i l l
hear the highlights from the congregational delegate. Then
there are the minutes.
So w e w i l l not attempt to give a report. Rather, w e w i l l
record on these pages in pictorial fashion a f e w of the
events. W e w i l l begin at the upper left corner and go
clockwise around this t w o - p a g e spread.
Bishop J. N . Hostetter, Moderator for the conference
year 1967-68 a n d for the sessions of this General C o n -

A Year of Commitment
(Continued from page three)
claims of Jesus Christ. We will demonstrate that the divine ethic of love is at work in the community of the redeemed and exudes in a ministry of good-will toward all
men.
The church has been concerned about filling its building with the community. The church needs to be concerned about filling the community with its message.
We have heard much preaching about personal evangelism. We need to do more practicing. Here is direction:
1. Let every pastor and church leader thoroughly
acquaint himself with the contents of a book such as
"You can be a Soul-Winner—Here's How."
2. Let him practice being a soul-winner and bring the
fruits of his personal witness into the fellowship of the
believers.
3. Let him teach his people how to follow his example.
As Moderator of the General Conference of the
Brethren in Christ Church I commit myself to be a soulwinner. Who will do the same?
A year of action for our Lord across our Brotherhood!
Will it begin with you? If so, only God knows where it will
end!
Evangelical Visitor
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ference, welcomes the Assistant Moderator, Simon Lehman,
Jr. w h o was elected by this conference b o d y .
The official conference photographer catches LeRoy B.
Walters as he presents the Conference Sermon. The text
of this sermon was in the July 1 issue of the VISITOR.
The pages, Fred Helmuth, Premnath Dick, a n d Dwight
Thomas were kept busy relaying messages between members of the Conference and between the " f r o n t desk" a n d
the Conference b o d y . In this p h o t o g r a p h , Assistant Recording Clerk, Henry N . Miller is attempting to identify a member
for page Thomas.
Pastor Monroe Dourte w i t h three of his sons — all pastors. Left to right: A l l o n of the Manheim C o n g r e g a t i o n ;
Eber of the Lancaster C o n g r e g a t i o n ; and Jesse of the Speedw e l l Heights C o n g r e g a t i o n . Jesse is under appointment to
become pastor of the Mastersonville Congregation succeeding
his father w h o presently serves this church.
A partial view of the large delegate
conference motto before them.

body w i t h

the

Marjorie Haines, treasurer of WMPC, presents to Dr.
Virginia Kauffman a check for $ 1 1 , 6 2 8 . 0 6 for staff housing
at Mtshabezi Hospital. This amount t o p p e d their goal of
$ 1 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 . In a similar presentation Mrs. Haines presented
on behalf of the Junior Prayer Band $2,534.83 for laboratory
equipment for Mtshabezi.
Retiring Moderator, Bishop J. N. Hostetter, in one of
the f i n a l items of the Conference, transfers the responsibilities
a n d authority of the office to Bishop Roy V. Sider, designated
as moderator for the Conference year 1 9 6 8 - 6 9 .
John W . G r a y b i l l , recently returned for furlough from
Japan presents to Marjorie Haines a symbol of the 1 9 6 8 - 6 9
WMPC Project. This project is a staff house for Japan. The
goal is $ 1 2 , 0 0 0 .
A picture of the w i n n i n g Palmyra (Atlantic Conference)
quiz team in action. This team w o n over the Valley Chapel
team (Central Conference) In the Saturday night finals.
( M o r e about the Bible Quiz in the August 12 issue.)
A view o f the Men's Fellowship Banquet held in Fort Erie
on the Saturday evening of General Conference. M a r t y Karl,
director of a rescue mission in Hamilton, O n t a r i o , sang for
and spoke to the very large group of men in attendance.
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John W. Graybill

Amnion S. Mweetwa

Being away from the home church for five years,
General Conference has had special significance to me.
I entered each session with great anticipation; listened to
each discussion and motion with keen interest, and enjoyed the "fellowship of the brethren" greatly. We thank
God for this privilege.
But what has impressed me most? Speaking very briefly
and frankly, may I suggest that the Board of Administration's report as printed on pages 44 and 45 of the printed
program, provoked my thinking the most.
For the first time in the Brethren in Christ church
history, we have reached a total membership of over
10,000 members. Thank the Lord for an ever increasing
growing brotherhood. This report also shows that the
churches' net growth in members during the past year was
254. To me, this figure is challenging. I believe a close
look at the Brotherhood would show that we have approximately 181 churches which are being pastored by
179 different pastors, and with this increase of 254 members during the past year, averages to about 1.4 member
gain per pastor. Brethren, to me, this is not very comforting, but rather alarming. During the past ten years,
we have gone through a tremendous church building
program everywhere, have entered new fields with challenging opportunities in many places, more and more
pastors have entered the full-time ministry, but where
are the results? Are 254 new members this past year
enough for 179 different pastors?

HE ninety-eighth Annual General Conference of the
Brethren in Christ Church held at Niagara Christian
TCollege
in Canada was a blessing to me.

Personally, my philosophy of Church Growth is that
the Pastor is not to blame for this poor showing of church
growth. The Shepherd shall feed the sheep and the sheep
shall bear the lambs. How productive have been our sheep
during this past year? Taking again the 10,203 as our net
church membership we soon see that for every new member added to the church, it took approximately forty existing members, or the ratio of forty to one. How this figure
compares to the world-wide figure of church evangelism,
I don't know, but using the figures quoted by Dr. Louis
King at General Conference, "Our world's population increase is growing at a rate of 7,704 every hour or 67 million
every year." If it takes forty living Christians to produce
one new one, then our cause is lost on a world-wide basis.
However, in this dismal picture which is reality before
us, we do see a ray of hope. Jesus is the same, the Word
of God is the same, and as a brotherhood—if we do not
remain the same, but rather actively accept the challenge
of _ the new theme for this coming year, "OUTREACH,"
every one tain one, we will see more than a ten percent
increase in church membership in the coming year.
(6)

I was interested in the spontaneous expansion of cars
that came in—some pulling camping trailers and others
without pulling anything but had one or two conference
members. If such a number of cars were seen at one of
our annual General Conferences in Zambia, the attendance
would be three or four times greater than the attendance
of this Conference, since cars in Zambia bring at least six
members or more, while here some of the cars had only
one passenger.
Niagara river had also some interesting activities when
Brethren in Christ Church members were involved with
Church business. Some non-Brethren in Christ people
seemed to be also involved in fishing and water-skiing of
course to me was strange and drew my attention. I spent
most of my spare time at the river watching this interesting activity.
Although Niagara Falls is more than eight miles from
Niagara Christian College, it was one of the greatest
causes of some of the Conference members' absence from
the General Conference, especially non-delegates.
I was most impressed with the Church organizations.
There were many strange Organizations, such as Women's
Missionary Sewing Auxiliary and Board of Benevolence.
Indeed I had to sit still and listen very carefully in spite
of the hardness of the (pews) chairs. These chairs (pews)
were so hard that I was always very tired at the close of
each session. However I learned a lot from this blessed
conference with its great emphasis on the growth of the
Church.
I enjoyed seeing the final round of the quiz teams. It
is somewhat different from the quizzes in Zambia but the
excitement of the participants is similar. The final quiz
that I watched was a very exciting one. The players had
to complete the question and answer the question if they
jumped up before the questioner completed reading the
question. Electrical chairs gave a very good warning to
the questioner that he had to stop reading the question
whenever the sound or bell was heard.
The Conference became a place of meeting old and
new missionaries from abroad. It became very easy for
me to meet them and had a very good time with them.
The conference was blessed to have our Indian brothers
at the General Conference. I had also a good t : me meeting these Indian brothers, although there wasn't enough
time for me to chat with them and find out how God's
work is going in India.
(Continued on page eleven)
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Why so much news coverage of youth? Is it only because they make up such a large percentage of the
total population? In India, 2/5 of the population, or
about 200 million are children below 15 years of age.
In USA almost half of the population is under 25 years.
Or does the answer lie beyond the statistical yardstick?

\_

,
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FROM INDIA'S YOUTH
Anna Jean Mann
Non-Christian Indian youth — restive, searching, anxious.

Give Us a Cause Big Enough to Challenge Us
— an echo of the universal heart cry

EXTREMES abound in India. As to age, among the illiterates, a boy becomes an adult very young; on the other
hand you may find young people of 25 still trying to finish
high school. "To generalize is to be an idiot," William
Blake said; but keeping in mind that is is impossible to give
a complete picture of youth anywhere, let me tell you
how the youth of India impress me.
First: In the small Christian community in our area, the
youth are educated, well dressed, more informed than the
average, clean living, with high ideals and ambitions—
though not perhaps as energetic or hardworking as our
standards demand.
Second: How would I describe an illiterate village
youth? (India is made up of 550,000 villages comprising
82 per cent of the total population). He seems to me always
to wear dirty clothes and to be so taken up by the struggle
for enough food for the day that he is unaware of other
problems. He lives by expediency, not principle. He looks
forward to India holidays and festivals as a release from
the daily tyranny life has dealt him, either by circumstance
or caste.
Third: The educated wealthy youth of India has more
in common with youth as we know them in America.
Frequently they have been educated in mission schools,
know several languages including English, are probably
Hindu by birth. They laugh at the customs and traditions
of their religion but are caught in them and must follow
them. As I see it, Hinduism is not prone to make one
conscious of social ills, and so here their outlook is rather
different from our western youth. The serious youth in
America take up voluntary service; here they take a vow,
become a sadhu (holy man) or meditate.
The tremendous population creates a competition unknown in USA. In Bihar alone, 1000 engineers, 10,000
technicians, 25,000 trained teachers and 50,000 educated
youth are now unemployed, reports Mr. Kapildeo Singh,
Minister for Food and Supply.
They would never consider doing manual labor, however, even if they can find no other work.
In all of India there are an estimated 40,000 graduate
engineers unemployed; the central government is trying
to create jobs for more than a fourth of them in the
Defence Ministry within the next several months. Idleness
July 29, 1968

breeds restlessness and trouble. One of the curious outcomes of the population explosion is that, though the
literacy percentage has increased, the actual number of
illiterates is much higher than before, according to Dr.
Triguna Sen, Union Minister of Education. He estimates
that 3/4 of the total population is illiterate, but even so
there are not enough jobs for the educated.
"THE B A R R E N RITUAL OF REVOLT"

While student unrest is worldwide, causes differ from
country to country. In Calcutta University (probably still
the world's largest educationl institution—with 140,000
students), for the past three years there has been nothing
but agitation after agitation. No regular classes have been
held and examinations have been postponed time after
time. Already more than one academic year has been lost
—perhaps soon two. In his feature article, "Students May
Reject Barren Ritual of Revolt," in the Statesmen Newspaper, S. K. Dutta-Roy writes:
The price of rampaging in Calcutta University is to b e
measured in material as well as moral terms; an entire generation may be penalized for the follies of a few. The setback
is all the more disastrous because it comes at the very
point when youth is about to embark on the great adventure
of life . . . A year of purposeless agitation has left many
Calcutta students dispirited and disillusioned. An almost continued cycle of suspended classes and postponed examinations
has materially affected the careers of bright young boys.
Teaching has suffered. Job opportunities have dwindled even
further. The depressing effect on youthful morale is incalculable.

Nobody questions the influence that communism has had
in the Calcutta University. With the race riots in USA,
I do not need to explain how riots and agitation are started
and perpetuated.
Himmat, a Bombay weekly asked a number of college
students throughout India to write on 'Student UnrestIts Cause and Cure." The prize-winning article included
this paragraph:
W e rebel because we want a new order in which man can
stand up in the decency and pride that are his birthright—
an ideal occasionally so unfamiliar to us that we do not
recognize it as the cause w e are fighting for, but this is why
we rage, and smash and destroy. Enlightened self-interest
seems to be the guiding principle in the lives of many of
our elders—and you want us to sweat, to fight, to live for
( C o n t i n u e d on p a g e ten)
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Eager and enthusiastic youth
ready to board the buses for
one of the trips planned for
them by the Commission on
Youth.

TEENS at General Conference
When the General Conference Secretary, Dr. Owen H.
Alderfer, made his closing remarks to the conference body
on Sunday afternoon, he remarked that, among other
things, this General Conference was going to be remembered by the increased activities provided for the church's
youth who attended the annual business meeting of the
denomination.
The Commission on Youth, in cooperation with the
Program Committee, gave direction. However, early in
the week, it became evident that the teens should be involved in publicizing and helping carry through on details.
Accordingly, a committee was appointed: Dwight Thomas,
Dave Witter, Ron Niesley, Ray Hess, Jana Frey, Jill
Alderfer and Karen Hostetler. These energetic young people made posters, flyers and word-of-mouth announcements
that kept every teenager on the grounds well informed on
coming events.
On Tuesday evening our personable Youth Director,
Walter Winger, headed for the river with boats, water
skis, and excited water-enthusiasts in tow. Two men of the
Conference Board of Christian Education, Lewis Heise
and Glenn Ginder, furnished the boats. Someone reported
that the water level of the river was lowered considerably
because some beginners skiied in the water rather than
on it drinking a lot in the process! The evening concluded
with a marshmallow roast.
The folkfest which had been scheduled for Wednesday
evening was postponed to Friday. Instead, the Galtones,
a Salvation Army group from Gait, Ontario, sang and
played to a packed-out chapel that evening. They had
plenty of rhythm and noise and spiritual testimony emphasis, and the teens loved it!
On Thursday the young people were loaded on three
chartered buses and taken to Niagara Falls. The 120 teens
who went were directed by Harry Nigh, member of the
Canadian Conference Commission on Youth. He was assisted by General Conference Commissioners: Curtis Byer
of California, Walter Winger of Pennsylvania, Ralph
Wenger of Pennsylvania, and Merle Mater of Canada. They
left the grounds at 1:00 p.m. and returned at 7:00. Although they came back with less money and energy, and
mofe aches and blisters, the glowing report was that "a
good time was had by all." Curtis Byer stated that he
(8)

had never experienced better cooperation when leading
a group of young people. "These kids were just wonderful!" he declared.
That same evening Paul Snyder and J. Ralph Wenger
directed the youth in the yearly Night of Prayer. In this
meeting, the teens once again underlined their genuine
interest in spiritual dimensions as they prayed together.
On Friday the gang, 130 strong, again clambered on the
buses and headed for the Christian Youth Center in
Buffalo. Commissioners Clarence Brubaker and Ethan
Gramm headed this excursion, ably assisted by two
Clarence Center, New York Christ's Crusaders, Sandra
Martin and Sheila Kipe. They left the campus at 11:00
and returned at 4:00. After having a rousing good time in
many kinds of activities there, the group assembled for
a time of devotional meditation just before coming back
to the conference grounds.
That evening, the postponed folkfest was held after
the service. The young people—and many of their curious
moms and dads—filled the large dining tent. Dwight
Thomas emceed the fest with various groups, including
the Seven Sings, participating. Again, the young people
used superlatives to describe the event.
On Friday at 4:00 the play-offs for the National Bible
Quiz began. The new Quiz Director, Rev. John Arthur
Brubaker, pastor of the Skyline View Brethren in Christ
Church in Harrisburg, asked the questions and gave
direction.
Quizzing continued throughout Saturday with the finals
on Saturday evening. Youth Director, Walter Winger, presided at all the quiz sessions, arranging for music and
other features between the quizzes to relieve the tremendous pressure and add further interest.
A full report of the Bible Quiz will appear in the
next issue. A full page is needed to do justice to this
highlight of the year for many hard-working young people of the brotherhood. Suffice it to say that the Palmyra,
Pa. team representing the Atlantic Conference defeated the
Valley Chapel, Ohio team representing the Central Conference in the thrilling finals in the main auditorium.
At 3:00 on Saturday afternoon Leonard Chester, pastor
of the Walsingham, Ontario church, gave direction to the
teens in game activity, including volleyball and baseball.
Evangelical Visitor

strongly emphasize Christ's true identity and thus explain
His power.
2. The good teacher relates the Sunday school lesson
to the student. Important as it is to learn what is in the
Bible, it is even more important to relate and apply Bible
lessons to our lives. Sunday after Sunday the student sees
himself in a sphere of activity in which he is the center
and if the lesson does not seem to apply to him, he turns
off the teacher. If something does not relate, it is discarded.
The lesson on Jesus' clash with the Pharisees is not thought
to be related until the teacher points out that members of
the class have also clashed with the Pharisees—just last
week. Then the lesson does relate and students can make

The Good Teacher, a Good Miner
Eldon W. Graber
audience of students. Like an actor or a conductor he
S
must strive to interest and inspire his listeners. Unlike an
UNDAY AFTER SUNDAY the teacher performs before an

artist, however, he has no backlog of masterpieces, no
rehearsals, and no technical staff to assist him. All too
often he finds himself teaching a series of lessons in a
Sunday school quarterly that seemingly has little continuity. James Smart and others have pointed out that
students have no grasp of the Bible as a whole and no
ability to find their way in it even after years of attendance
in church school. What can be done to make our Sunday
school lessons live as meaningful sequence of related
events?
Before there can be substantial progress in improving
this situation there will have to be some identification of
the various processes in the art or craft of teaching. If
teaching can become a whole process, then learning can
become a whole process. An analysis of the lesson may
help us to identify useful elements. The basic components
of the lesson seem to be communication, subject matter,
and techniques. A good teacher will communicate subject
matter through good teaching techniques.
1. The good teacher reviews last Sunday's lesson. Chapters 4 and 5 in the Gospel of John illustrate Jesus' healing
miracles. The preceding lesson dealt with Jesus and the
Samaritan woman. How are these two connected? The
teacher will want to review the events in chapters 4 and 5
so that the class will see clearly how the story is developed.
The teacher and students will find that these chapters
E L D O N W. GRABER is Registrar and Professor of Education at
Bluffton College, Bluffton, Ohio.

After everyone was hot and tired and hungry, he brought
forward ice-cold pop and potato chips. G-r-r-eat!
A new feature was added to the Culmination Service
on Sunday afternoon. With deep feeling Secretary Alderfer
told the assembly that the young people had come to him
requesting the privilege of officially thanking the Conference for programming in their behalf. Bon Niesley, from
Ohio, was their spokesman. This gesture reminded the
conference that our youth are not only "chomping at the
bit" for something to do, but have a constant capacity for
thoughtfulness and down-right kindness.
Ideas are already afloat for next year. These include
Gettysburg and Hershey and the State-Capital, Harrisburg.
The Conference will be at Grantham, Pa. And some teens
who missed this year are going to be there!
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this a part of their experience and understanding. If the
teacher can point out what preceded this event in Jesus'
life and how it helped set the stage for what followed,
then learning can proceed apace.
3. The good teacher points the student in the direction
of goals. Just as individual passages need to be set in a
larger context, so do individual lessons need to be related
to the goals of the course of study. In this way it is possible
for students to grasp the unity of the whole and begin
to see sequences and orderly progression. As Jesus begins
to heal persons and to assert who He was, He begins to
draw organized opposition. Why is this? What are the
results of such encounters? Will this have any relationship
to our everyday lives? These questions will lead to student
participation—perhaps even to projects, and surely to
varied methods of teaching. Bole playing, buzz sessions,
and small group discussion may serve to communicate and
to solidify goals.
4. The good teacher checks the historical background.
If the details of a given lesson are to hang together and
make sense, they need to be built into a solid historical
framework. Biblical history is not too complicated for the
Sunday school teacher. The use of several translations will
make the background give shape and meaning to the
lesson at hand. Maps and pictures can be great aids and
their help is valuable in getting students to visualize the
environment in Jesus' day. Sometimes words change. In
the story of the Samaritan woman Jesus' request for a
drink of water takes on new meaning when the intermarriage of Jew and pagan is explained to the student.
This leads to the reality of living water which st 11 flows
for us today.
5. The good teacher looks ahead. No teacher in public
school would neglect^ to give students an assignment for
the next day. In the same way the Sunday school teacher
indicates the direction in which the next lesson will move.
Asking the class to be prepared to discuss an issue in which
a judgment is embodied will serve to keep up interest.
What is it that seems to make our churches more important
than people? Is God still working? These and other questions may lead students to read. And read they surely
should. Why not ask them to read portions of the Bible
which come between the lesson text. This will do much to
provide continuity and understanding. Our Sunday school
lessons are a gold mine of help for our Christian community today. But like a gold mine, the claim must be worked
or else the gold will never see the light of day. The good
teacher can be a good miner!
Reprinted from Builder.

Used by permission.
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Give Us a Cause
(Continued from page seven)
this? Thank you, but we are not interested. Give us a cause
big enough to challenge and demand all our energy and
spirit [italics ours. Page Ed.], dare us to take on humanity,
to change the world and then come and help us remake it!

Another youth said,

Our generation is looking for ideas we can believe in and
fight for. We want peace, but not at the price of freedom.
We'd rather be challenged by hard work and sacrifice than
mothered by society. Ours is a generation on the move, ready
to be disciplined, ready to dare."
WHY—THIS S E N S E OF HAVING NO

CAUSE?

Alienated, uncommitted, undergoing an identity crisis,
anonymous, the Now Generation—these are terms sociologists are applying to youth today. But why are they thus?
Spencer Brown, principal of the Fieldston School in
NYC wrote in New York Times Magazine,
The vast majority of young people are Men at work—they
do not seem rootless and alienated. W e spend too much
time flattering our children. W e wish to be colleagues,
brothers or sisters, forgetting youth is more likely to condemn
us than to love us for such disrepect of ourselves, for this
' refusal to take them seriously enough to tell them what we
really think. When we tell youth that whatever they do
is forgiven we are making them anonymous and they resent
this anonymity. The crisis of identity, if it does exist in any
form different from the personal crises of the past, must
reside in this absence of moral judgment which make them
more anonymous.

Youth doesn't want easy things to do. They look for
the challenge. The Now Generation couples with its sense
of immediacy a sense of values that is curiously compelling.
The young often seem to be searching for a cause, rebels
without a reason.
In India we can get Radio Peking very clearly. We
have heard them tell of the peasant uprisings in India, the
call to liberate India. This appeals to restless, searching
souls. We often read in newspapers or magazines about
the hotbed of communism with active assistance of the
Indian pro-Pekingers in an area of Bihar less than 100
miles from us—a training camp for guerrilla warfare. It
is reported that China has finished the first phase of
training about 3,000 Nagas, Mizo, and Kukis in guerrilla
warfare in Assam. In West Bengal, besides Calcutta there
is Naxalbari—a settlement of aboriginal farmers, 100 miles
from Purnea, which rose up in rebellion against their
landowners—demanding their rights. They have a causebut it is fanned and exploited by the communists.
Philip Abbott-Luce, author of The New Left, defected
from the New Left:
I defected because when the chips were down, I couldn't
accept total obedience to the ideals of communism. There
was no room for personal freedom. I defected because I saw
young people being deceived and possibly destroyed by
lies which we as leaders were telling them; by actions in
which they were just expendable pawns; and I realized that
communism would bring more and infinitely worse injustices
than the American society with its injustices.
W H A T CAN W E O F F E R Y O U T H I N I T S

SEARCH?

A person-to-person relationship with Jesus Christ!
The Executive Secretary of EFI (Evangelical Fellowship of India), Mr. I. Ben Wati, said in a paper given at
the Berlin Congress:
The challenge of the Gospel to a resurgent India and to its
teeming millions is great indeed. After 250 years of Protestant
missions we have fewer Christians than the country's annual
population increase of 12 million. Evangelism has made little
impression, statistically speaking, and yet India is a land of
s"eekers after truth, and millions cry with Job, "Oh, that I
knew where I might find him . . . !" More than ever, seekers
from all levels of society are coming boldly to the church.
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Balu, a young pre-medical student from South India, who committed his life to Christ in March at New Delhi. Joe Smith
who with his wife works with University Students is on the right.
If the church in India truly obeys her Lord and Master, H e
will certainly capture the heart of India.

Lutheran Chaplain Paul Santmire at Harvard said,
"The youth have been fed a Milquetoast gospel in a
modern world . . . they really would like to believe."
And JESUS said: "I am the way, the truth, and the
life; no man cometh unto the Father, but by me," John
14:6. "If any man will come after me, let him deny himself
and take up his cross, and follow me. For whosoever will
save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life
for my sake shall find it," Matt. 16:24, 25.
JESUS CHRIST demands and deserves total obedience.
No need to fear total commitment to HIM!
"What is the happiest thing in the world?" we heard
on Radio Peking; "It is to see our great leader Chairman
Mao!"
Do we Christians consider seeing Christ the happiest
thing in the world? Do we live according to our knowledge
of Him?
Youth do not want a soft religion; youth demands something big and transcendent. We need anew to witness the
terror and glory of the vision of the great God our Father.
We need a noble conception of the transcendence of God
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We need to recapture the
wonder, worship, awe and adoration that God longs for
the Church in India to have.

A Time of Reflection
(Continued from page two)
c. We need a dedication that goes deeper than our
emotions. We need a dedication that moves the will; a
dedication that gives of our means and our strength; a dedication that suffers when any members suffers; a dedication
that is not only willing to sell all and leave all but in fact
does; a dedication that follows Christ not only in the
obedience of the heart but in the actuality of living.
d. We need perspective. A perspective determined by
history and theology. We need to read the signs of our
times and gear our program to meet the demands. Many
recognize an opportunity when it is past; some sense it
when it is present; as a church we need to see it approaching in order to seize it when it is here.
Z
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"Gul
Mohur
Bagh"
One of the loveliest spots in Saharsa District
call it a park! Mohur Bagh means the place
Tthe of"Flamboyant"
Gold Mohur trees—beautiful April Flower Trees of
family.
HE PATIENTS

Strange as it may seem, this lovely spot is the TB
unit of the Madhipura Christian Hospital. There are almost
a half dozen beautiful gold mohur trees in bloom now.
The grass is still green and somewhat clean looking for
this time of the year. And here is one area where people
do not spit or squat; they are taught not to do so in their
daily health classes and watched so that they follow the
instructions of their teacher, Robert Soren.
Many of the changes seen in GUL MOHUR BAGH
resulted from the efforts of Voluntary Service Nurse Esther
Mae Lenhert, here from 1966 until her recent return to the
States. She taught Robert Soren, a former TB patient to
carry on some of the work she started. Robert knows
English, Hindi, and Santali. One of the important things
he does is to teach the patients something about their
disease and that to start treatment and then stop for a
while, then to start and again stop is very dangerous—
especially for the rest of the family who might contact
a resistant type that would not respond to treatment.
Among several studies made by Miss Lenhert, she
observed that although many patients were diagnosed to
have tuberculosis, many would not even return to begin
treatment. Also many of those that started taking medicine
stopped as soon as they felt better. Words were of no
value in explaining the danger of a resistant TB organism.
After much thought, therefore, it was decided that
treatment would not be initiated on newly diagnosed TB
patients until a four-month treatment deposit had been
made: Rupees One hundred ($13), for 15 weeks treatment
including intensive streptomycin therapy. All newly diagnosed patients were required to be admitted for a period
of time, preferably four months. We found that when we

Robert Soren, on left, with some of the patients.

required the down payment and insisted they be admitted
for teaching, our inpatient load rose from an average of
8 to 20. They are more careful and faithful when it costs
them something.
Another study of Miss Lenhert's showed that in a given
period before the down payment was- required, of the
number who started treatment, only one-half of them
were still taking treatment after 8 or more months. But
after the down payment was required and the patients
were counselled and taught, there was an increase of
40% in the number of patients who started treatment and,
of this number, 75% were still on treatment after 8 months.
Thus the probability of their continuing treatment until
considered "cured" is much greater.
Even though our requiring a down payment has made
it more difficult for certain patients to initiate treament,
we feel that in the end both the patient and his community
are benefitted.
We are grateful to Miss Lenhert for compiling the
statistics to show the benefits of the decision to require the
initial treatment deposit and for requiring the patient to
learn something about himself and his disease. Statistics,
however, cannot show the line upon line, precept upon
precept, daily teaching and prodding, apparent setbacks
or discouragements, the constant teaching and interest
Miss Lenhert showed to the patient and her helper, Mr.
Robert Soren. Now she has gone; but the work goes on
because she did her work well and carefully, with records
to follow and a pattern to use. She has taught her worker
what to do, how to counsel, to teach, to prod, to reprimand,
to encourage and to show the love of Christ to his fellowmen.

Anna Jean Mann

Observations
(Continued from page six)

Teaching a patient to read. Robert Soren is pointing.
Miss Lenhert is holding the chart.
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I am sure my brethren from India will agree with me
that we welcomed this wonderful opportunity of being
present and being part of the Conference. Indeed our
presence was appreciated by our brethren in Canada and
U.S. America.
It is always good to see some of the national church
leaders from overseas where the word of God was taken
by missionaries. The church needs good leadership for
better church organization. Leadership should not only
fall only on missionaries but should be shared in between.
Let us all pray that His Word may be a blessing to
all who know Him throughout the world.
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women and eight are youth. A church board of six members, an active Board of Trustees, a Board of Christian
Education, plus a number of committees are organized to
harness the initiative of the congregation.
Asked to evaluate the developments at Skyline View,
Pastor Brubaker indicated that the emergence of community relatedness is highly significant. While there was
an immediate response on the part of the community to
the new church, the initial ties to the congregation were
very light, dependent almost entirely upon personal inter-

A group of worshippers leave the sanctuary following the
worship service.

After
Four
Years

/. Wilmer

*<£M

Heisey

The Ministry of Skyline View
Skyline View Brethren in Christ Church, located in
Tis HEentering
a new development on U.S. 22, east of Harrisburg, Pa.,
its fifth year of ministry. Dedicated on June

The Junior Choir is an important activity of this growing
congregation.

The pastor clears an item of business with a church
board executive.

est and appeal. The ministry and activities of the church
have, however, been bearing fruit in the community so
that an increasing number of families are actively relating
to Skyline View for spiritual nurture and Christian service.
Responsibility for the many tasks of the church is being
shared by an ever growing number of people. With
responsibility the new recruits become personally committed to the ministry of the church and provide strength
for support and witness.
Describing Skyline View, the Pastor has said, "In its
program and function it is quite similar to any church of
comparable size. While there is definite effort to keep the
program community oriented and to establish an image
as a community church, this can also be said of any church
with a proper missionary perspective."
In an attempt to discover some tangible expression of
the effectiveness of Skyline View's ministry, Pastor Brubaker recently noted that of the 62 families presently
identified with the church, approximately 25 of these had
become almost completely inactive in their relationship
to any church. Through Skyline View, "their relationship
to the church has been re-activated and, in a number of
cases, their faith has been revived. Many of these have
become active in the program of the church . . . "
For the first quarter of 1968 the attendance stood at 114
for Morning Worship; 109 for Sunday School; 45 for Sunday Evening; 30 for Midweek Prayer Meeting. The Pastor's
wife expressed deep gratitude for the Lord's blessing upon
the ministry of the church. She has found it a fine place
to rear a family as well as a challenging place to share
with her husband in a large field of service.

7, 1964, it has been serving this suburban community under
the leadership of Pastor John Arthur Brubaker.
The 1968 Church Directory contains 201 names of
which 48 are men. Of the 51 members 20 are men, 23 are
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MESSIAH COLLEGE

Summer Sessions
Two three-week semesters of summer school
were held during June and July. Dr. J. Norman
Hostetter, director, reported an enrollment of
forty-four students for the first session. Ten
other faculty members will be teaching in one
or both semesters of summer school or in
private teaching and tutoring.
Mrs. Eshelman Attends Home Economics
Conference in Britain
Dr. and Mrs. Charles F . Eshelman are
spending the summer in the United Kingdom
and Europe. Mrs. Eshelman, one of twentyeight delegates from the United States, is the
representative for Pennsylvania and West
Virginia at the International Congress of
Home Economics Teachers at Bristol, England.
Following that she will meet with the twentymember Permanent International Council at
All Saints College in London. Later in the
summer she will go to the International Headquarters in Paris to meet with the Executive
Board of the Home Economics Federation.
Faculty Continue Studies
Anna Verle Miller is studying at Schiller
College, Bonnigheim, Germany. Luke Drescher
is in graduate school at the State University
of Iowa. Bobert Barrett is attending a twelveweek seminar at the Summer Institute in
Physics at the University of Kansas. David
Kale is at Temple University enrolled in a
Master's program studying rhetoric and public
address. After teaching summer school, Mark

Readers

Write

Dear Editor:
The editor's comments in the June 17, 1968
issue of Evangelical Visitor suggest that there
may not be complete agreement on the part
of readers concerning certain articles. This
is the case with this reader and ssveral observations are presented here. These comments
are concerned specifically with the article by
Curtis E. Burrell, Jr., "A Primer on the Causes
of Urban Bebellion."
It is recognized by this writer that it is
extremely difficult to see these problems from
the same viewpoint as one who was born
and lived in the ghetto situation. However,
some of the premises set forth by the author
seem open to question.
Some weeks ago Life Magazine put this
caption on an impressive editorial: "Whereever W e Look, Something's Wrong." This is
true and needs to be said. There is plenty
wrong and it is readily visible. Much of what
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Wolgemuth will be working on his doctoral
thesis at the University of Michigan. Donna
C. Wenger is among those teaching in summer
school and then plans to finish her Master's
thesis.
Attending Conferences and Workshops
Martha M. Long and Irvin Tyson attended
the conference of the Association of Christian
Deans and Advisors at Toccoa Falls, Georgia.
David P. McBeth, Paul A. Grumbine, Avery
A. Heisey will attend a special conference of
the Council for the Advancement of Small
Colleges to be held at the College of Santa
Fe, New Mexico. Fifteen faculty also attended
General Conference at Fort Erie, Ontario.
Many others attended institutes and workshops in their various fields. Some were building their homes or studying for future lectures.
Dr. Cassel and Students at Life Line Mission
Dr. and Mrs. D. Wayne Cassel and family
are spending July and August at the Life Line
Mission where he is acting superintendent of
the mission and faculty advisor to the student
unit serving there this summer. Anita Book,
Mark Charlton, Paula Meyer, Charles Musser
and Glen Pierce comprise the team.
Congregational Enrollment
Brethren in Christ congregations with high
representation of students at Messiah College
in the 1967-1968 college year are:
Grantham, Penna.
17
(Three of whom are married
students from other areas living
at Grantham)

Mr. Burrell says is true and needs to be said,
but there is much that is good in America and
this good is often obscured by the wrongs.
Take the record on racial justice. Much
that was wrong has been righted and many
more things that are just have been achieved
in the past fifteen years than were accomplished in nearly 90 years from the end of the
Civil War to 1954. That was the year of the
significant Supreme Court decision which began to lay the legal basis for racial justice and
equality of opportunity. Since that time every
branch of the Federal government — three
Presidents, the Congress, the Court—have acted
in this regard.
Admittedly there are hard pockets of delay,
but the vote is assured and Negroes with
white help and assent are being elected to
positions of governing authority.
In the last four years the Federal government has invested nearly twice as much in
education as in the previous century and
Negroes as well as whites are sharing the
benefits. Job-training programs are being expanded. Together business and government
are committed to reducing unemployment by
500,000 by 1971.
There is a Justice on the Supreme Court

Dr. D. Wayne Cassel who is serving as acting
superintendent of the Life Line Mission
during the summer.
Palmyra, Penna.
Upland, Calif.
Fairland, Penna.
New Guilford, Penna.
Crossroads, Penna.
Zion, Kansas
Bethany, Oklahoma
Nappanee, Indiana
Bethel Springs, Penna.
Elizabethtown, Penna.
Lancaster, Penna.
Manor, Penna.
Maytown, Penna.
Mt. Pleasant, Penna.

10
10
8
8
6
5
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

who is a Negro. Negroes are steadily moving
into the middle classes and in rising numbers
are continuing higher education.
The Civil Rights Act of 1968 became law
and is striking down racial barriers in 80 per
cent of the nation's housing and is providing
other protections.
All of the foregoing is being done in Ameri
ca, the America which Mr. Burrell contends
never intended to set black people free. Much
of this is being done by the white America
which, says the author, has used its power to
keep black people in total or semi-slavery.
This writer also believes that Mr. Burrell
should again read the Constitution of the
United States with particular attention to
amendments 13, 14, 15, and 24. This constitution, claims the author, was written for
white people.
Not nearly enough, many will say. This is
true, but it seems to provide some evidence
as to what is being done and what is to come.
It seems to indicate, at least to this writer,
that American democratic institutions can work
and are productively working to remove the
blight and frustrations of racial discrimination.
Sincerely,
Orville P. Heister
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CHURCH NEWS

ALLEGHENY C O N F E R E N C E
The Grantham Sunday School, P a , conducted Vacation Bible School, June 10-21,
with 270 enrolled and an average attendance
of 207. Project money totaling $362.69 was
raised to help send Mrs. Naomi Brechbill to
Nicaragua. A program was given on the closing night, and refreshments were served on
the church lawn.
One of the impressive features of the
Grantham Love Feast, June 16, was a talk
given by Rev. J. H. Martin, Elizabethtown,
during a meal in the Messiah College dining
hall. Rev. Martin reminisced about love feast
practices in the Brethren in Christ Church
during his boyhood days. After this, the congregation met in the church for feet-washing
and communion.
Thirty-four youth and six counselors from
the Saxton congregation, Pa., participated in
a youth camp with the S-2 churches at Roxbury, June 18-21.
To build Bible School enthusiasm, the
Waynesboro congregation, Pa., held a rally
and conducted a poster contest. The enrollment for the school, June 17-28, totaled 207,
including a staff of 34; average attendance
was 155. The theme for the Bible school was
"God's Son for Our World"; missionary project
money of $146 was raised for radio and tape
ministry in Japan.
Ground-breaking for the new church at
Paramount, near Hagerstown, Md., was held
Sunday afternoon, July 14. Pastor Ralph
Wenger was in charge of the service.
ATLANTIC C O N F E R E N C E
An expression of appreciation for their
years of service was given to Rev. Jesse
Dourte and his family during the Family
Fellowship Banquet of t h e Speedwell Heights
congregation, Pa. Words of appreciation accompanied the gifts: a sewing machine and

number of senior citizens participated in Sunday school and worship devotionals, including
a former song leader, the first Sunday school
superintendent, and a retired deacon.
CANADIAN C O N F E R E N C E
Jack Scott, a Christian police officer and
three police associates, gave a very interesting
program, June 9, at the Heise Hill church,
Ontario. The following evening approximately
forty adults of the Heise Hill congregation
met on the parsonage lawn for an evening
of fellowship and recreation.

MINTER—Seth Eugene, born June 24, 1968,
to * Mr. and Mrs. Mark Minter, Grantham
congregation, Pa.
MYERS—Stephanie Jo, born June 2 1 , 1968,
to Mr. and Mrs. Nelson J. Myers, Manheim
congregation, Pa.
PEACHY—Melanie Marie, born June 29,
1968, to Mr. and Mrs. J. Mark Peachey, Big
Valley congregation, Pa.

Visitors who ministered to the Bertie
gregation, Ontario, during Conference
were Bishop C. B. Byers, Rev. and
David Buckwalter, Rev. Henry Landis,
Bishop E. J. Swalm.

REBUCK—Wyatt Lynn, born July 5, 1968,
to Mr. and Mrs. John Rebuck, Montgomery
congregation, Pa.

contime
Mrs.
and

CENTRAL C O N F E R E N C E
The intermediate class of the Bethel Sunday school, Merrill, Michigan, recited memory
work in the devotional hour, July 7. This
included the Ten Commandments, Matthew
5:1-12, and the Lord's Prayer.
The Senior High Sunday School Class of
the Phoneton church, Ohio, provided supper
at the church, followed by a program in honor
of Fathers, June 16.
A farewell service for Dr. Jesse Heise and
family, attended by several Ohio congregations, was held in the Pleasant Hill church,

June 30.

PACIFIC C O N F E R E N C E
Because of the overflow attendance at Vacation Bible School, the Upland congregation
scheduled a double session during the weeks,
June 17-28. Beginner and Primary classes
were taught in the morning sessions; juniors
through adults in the evening sessions. Director Stan Long received fine cooperation
in structuring the double-header VBS which
had an attendance of more than 400.

In compliance with the Pennsylvania
Human Relations Act and Title VI of the
Federal Civil Rights Act of 1964, Superintendent T. M. Books of the Messiah
Home submits the following news item:
"Messiah Home, Inc., a non-profit corporation of the Brethren in Christ Church
and of the Commonwelath of Pennsylvania, with its principal office and home
facilities located at 2001 Paxton Street,
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, desires to state
that its past, present, and future policy
is to admit residents to its facilities without regard to race, color, or national
origin."

Sfc&tA

The Souderton Brethren in Christ Choir
and the Blooming Glen Mennonite Choir combined to present the oratorio, "The Holy
City," Sunday afternoon, June 16.

Fox—Nolan Gary, born June 25, 1968, to
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Fox, Clarence Center
congregation, New York.

Senior Citizens' Day was observed by the
Manor congregation, Pa., June 30. Favorite
hymns of older members were sung, and a

HEISEY—Steven Ray and Sharon Kay, born
June 2, 1968, to Mr. and Mrs. Warren Heisey,
Conoy congregation, Pa.
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MILLER—Gloria Rebecca, b o m May 13,
1968, to Mr. and Mrs. Arlen Miller, Saxton
congregation, Pa.

The Walsingham youth, Ontario, joined the
Wainfleet youth, Ontario, in an evening of
baseball, Saturday evening, June 13.

In the absence of Pastor Nelson W . Miller
during General Conference, Rev. C. R. Heisey
ministered to the Ontario congregation, Calif.

a check of $76.00. A fried chicken dinner was
featured. Rev. Etter, from Brickerville, Pa.,
spoke to the group about the importance of
maintaining Christian homes.

HERMAN—Jenny Mae, born June 26, 1968,
to Mr. and Mrs. Richard Herman, Refton
congregation, Pa.

ROSENBERGER—Alvin Baum III and Crystal
Dawn, born May 30, 1968, to Mr. and Mrs.
Alvin Rosenberger, Jr., Souderton congregation, Pa.
VANDYKE—Rosemary Lucille, born June 19,
1968, to Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur VanDyke, Amherst congregation, Ohio.

DECKER-BRYSON — Miss Mary Ann Bryson,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Bryson, became the bride of Mr. Christian Decker, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Richard Decker in the United
Church of Christ, Manheim, Pa. Rev. Norman
Bucher officiated.
GARIS-HUNSBERGER — Miss Donna Hunsberger, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Franklin Hunsberger, Souderton, Pennsylvania, became the
bride of Mr. John Garis, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Wilmer Garis, Sr., Souderton. The ceremony
took place in the Soudertan Brethren in Christ
Church. Rev. John Byers officiated.
HANSON-WARD — Miss Nancy Dawn Ward,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Ward,
Wheeler, Michigan, became the bride of Mr.
George Michael Hanson, Midland, Michigan,
June 2 1 , 1968. The ceremony was performed
in the Bethel (Merrill) Brethren in Christ
Church by Pastor Edward E. Powell.
HERR-MILLER—Miss Marcia Louise Miller,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ned Miller, Palmyra,
Pa., became the bride of Mr. Donald Eugene
Herr, son of Mr. and Mrs. Styron Herr,
Palmyra, June 29, 1968. The ceremony was
performed in the Palmyra Brethren in Christ
Church by Pastor C. N. Hostetter, Jr.
HOLTRY-MEYERS—Miss Mae Ilene Meyers,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harold M. Meyers,
Mercersburg, Pa., and Mr. William David
Holtry, son of Mr. and Mrs. John E. Holtry,
Roxbury, Pa., were joined in marriage July
6, 1968. The ceremony was performed in the
Chambersburg Brethren in Christ Church by
Rev. William L. Rosenberry.
LOUZAN-HOADLEY — Miss Ellen Elizabeth
Hoadley, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Gerald
Hoadley, Gormley, Ontario, became the bride
of Mr. Jerry Gilbert Louzan, Thomhill, Ontario, June 1, 1968, in the Heise Hill Brethren
in Christ Church. The ceremony was performed by Pastor E. C. Flewelling.
SABA-ULERY — Miss Beth Elaine Ulery,
daughter of Rev. and Mrs. Carl J. Ulery,
Springfield, Ohio, became the bride of Mr.
Costandy Stephan Saba, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Stephan Saba, Beirut, Lebanon, June 29, 1968.
The ceremony was performed in Beulah
Chapel, Springfield, Ohio, by her father, Rev.
Carl J. Ulery, assisted by Rev. Dale W . Ulery.

Evangelical Visitor

SELDOMRIDGE-WARTLUFT — Miss Stephanie
Wartluft, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Lester
Wartluft, Myerstown, Pa., became the bride
of Mr. Delroy Seldomridge, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Samuel Seldomridge, Richland, Pa., June
29, 1968. The ceremony was performed in
the Newmanstown Lutheran Church, by Rev.
John R. Rodgers.
WINGER-WINGER — Miss Ardys Winger,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Clifford L. Winger,
Gormley, Ontario, became the bride of Mr.
Gary Lamar Winger, Kitchener, Ontario, June
22, 1968, in the Heise Hill Rrethren in Christ
Church. The ceremony was performed by
Pastor E. C. Flewelling.
ZERCHER-KREISS—Miss Judith Emily Kreiss,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Morgan F . Kreiss,
Waynesboro, Pa., became the bride of Mr.
Fred Dwight Zercher, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Harold E. Zercher, Waynesboro, Pa., June 29,
1968, in the Church of the Transfiguration,
Blue Ridge Summit. The Rev. James Boyd
Davis officiated.

06c6ucweA
BOAKES—Mrs. Sadie F . Boakes, Gladwin,
Michigan, was born May 26, 1894, in St.
Louis, Michigan and passed away after a
lengthy illness May 10, 1968. She was a
member of the Mt. Carmel Brethren in Christ
Church.
In 1911 she was married to Bert. C. Boakes.
Besides her husband, she is survived by
one son: Delbert, Gladwin; and two daughters:
Mrs. Rose Phillips, Midland, Michigan; and
Mrs. Marie Murphy, Mount Morris, Michigan.
Eight grandchildren also survive.
The funeral service was held in the Miner
Funeral Home. Rev. Henry Schmidt and Pastor G. G. Lyons officiated.
CAMPBELic-William Campbell,
age
90,
passed away at his home in Breckenridge,
Michigan, April 6, 1968. When his health
permitted, h e regularly attended
Sunday
morning services at the Merrill Brethren in
Christ Church.
In 1954 h e was married to Laura Williams
Campbell. He is survived by his wife, three
daughters,
two
step-daughters,
seventeen
grandchildren, and twenty-five great-grandchildren.
The funeral service was held in the St.
Louis Nazarene Church of which h e was a
member. Rev. James Adams officiated, assisted
by Rev. Edward Powell.
COFFMAN—Ruth Rebecca Coffman was born
October 11, 1919 at Wells Tannery, Pa. Following her conversion in 1959, she united
with the
Saxton Brethren in Christ Church
in 1961.
She was twice married: first to Gerald
Boonie, Sr., who preceded her in death; then
to Paul W. Coffman.
Besides her husband, she is survived by one
son: Gerald Boonie, Jr., Altoona; and her
father, Jess Hasting, Everett, Pa. Four grandchildren and five sisters also survive.
The funeral service was held April 22, 1968,
in the Saxton Brethren in Christ Church; Pastor Bedsaul Agee officiated. Interment was in
the Methodist cemetery, Wells Tannery.
DOHNER—Bishop Emeritus Moses L. Dohner,
96 years of age, died in Sarasota, Florida,
June 11, 1968. The son of Moses and Elizabeth Lukenbaugh Dohner, h e was born in
West Milton, Ohio, April 8, 1872. H e was
married to Emma Ulery in 1896; she preceded
him in death in 1958.
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In 1895 he was converted and sanctified
in 1907. H e was ordained to the ministry in
1911 and to the bishopric in 1924. From
1923-1950 he served as pastor of the Chestnut Grove Church, near Ashland, Ohio. He
frequently served as an evangelist throughout
the denomination, and in recent years, although retired from active assignment, capably supplied pulpit calls to within a few
months of his death.
Bishop Dohner served the Brethren in
Christ Church on the following General Conference boards: Home Missions Board, 19161922; Executive Board, 1922-1935 (Assistant
Chairman, 1929-1935); and the Ministerial and
Examining Board 1935-1947 (Chairman 19441947).
Bishop Dohner has an ongoing ministry in
his posterity. Two sons currently serve as pastors, and another has completed a long term
of service as deacon. His daughters have
given service in missions and in institutions
of the church.
His survivors include one daughter: Dortha
Ellen Dohner, Sarasota, Florida; and three
sons: Dale, Ashland, Ohio; Elam, Phoneton,
Ohio; and Ernest, Smithville, Tennessee. H e
is survived also by seven grandchildren and
eight great-grandchildren. One daughter, Leah
Elizabeth Dohner, preceded him in death in
1954.
A memorial service was held in the Fruitville Brethren in Christ Church, Florida, with
Pastor Paul Smucker in charge. A further
service was held in the Chestnut Grove Brethren in Christ Church, Ashland, Ohio, with
Pastor Louis O. Cober and Bishop Henry P.
Heisey officiating. Interment was in the
Chestnut Grove Cemetery.
A TRIBUTE FROM GENERAL CONF E R E N C E SECRETARY, O W E N
H.
ALDERFER
To the Family of the Late Bishop M. L.
Dohner
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
Your brothers and sisters in Christ join you
at this time of your sorrow in the passing of
your loved one a n d our brother in the Lord,
Bishop M. L. Dohner. Representing the
Brethren in Christ membership-at-large and
Bishop J. N. Hostetter of the Central Conference, this message bears the sympathy of a
host of people who know and loved our
brother who has gone to be with the Lord.
What a legacy our brother has left to his
family and to the church he served so faithfully. The ministry of Bishop Dohner to the
church of his choice continues to bear fruit.
His service as minister—pastor, evangelist, and
mission laborer—and as bishop of the Richland-Ashland District is testimony to his devotion to Christ and the church. The church
through General Conference was pleased to
draw largely upon the talents and dedication
of Bishop Dohner. For thirteen years he served
on the General Executive Board of the denomination; for twelve, on the Examining
Board—holding executive office on each of
these boards much of the time.
During a long and full life our brother
Dohner has been an example of Christian
graces. Now his race is run. You and we
will miss him, but we are assured that his
joy is fulfilled; hope has become realization
and faith has become sight.
May the God of all comfort sustain you in
this hour. May we all seek to follow in the
way of our brother M. L. Dohner as he
followed Christ.
EBERLY—Katrina Sue, infant daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Eberly, died at birth,
May 27, 1968. Graveside services were held
at the Montgomery Brethren in Christ Church

Cemetery, near Mercersburg, Pa., in charge of
Pastor Paul Z. Hess.
WALMSLEY — Charlotte Morphet Walmsley
passed away suddenly May 22, 1968, at the
Collingwood General and Marine Hospital,
Ontario, in her sixty-seventh year. She was
the wife of George Walmsley.
She was converted in 1933 and united 'with
the Brethren in Christ Church in Stayner,
Ontario.
Besides her husband, she is survived by
two sons, three daughters, two step-sons, and
a number of grandchildren.
The funeral service was conducted at the
Fawcett Funeral Home by Bishop E. J. Swalm,
assisted by Rev. Keith Tudor of the United
Church. Burial was in the Stayner Brethren
in Christ Cemetery.
WOLGEMUTH—Mrs. Katie Brubaker Wolgemuth was born near Lawn, Pa., April 9, 1875,
and passed away July 1, 1968, at Messiah
Home, Harrisburg. She was preceded in death
by her husband, Joseph E. Wolgemuth. Together they had given many years of service
to the Brethren in Christ Church at Palmyra
and later at Shenks Union Church.
She is survived by the following children:
Jacob B., Mrs. Sara Holsberg, Anna R., former
missionary in Rhodesia, and J. Ira, all of
Elizabethtown, Pa.; M r s . ' G r a c e Hanson, Palmyra, Pa.; Mrs. Alice Engle, Marietta, Pa.,
Mrs. Mary Kuhns and Mark B., both of
Mechanicsburg, Pa.; and Mrs. Alma Kopp,
Mt. Joy, Pa. She is also survived by one sister,
twenty-four grandchildren and
twenty-one
great-grandchildren.
The funeral service was held in the Shenks
Church, near Deodate, Pa. Rev. John H.
Martin and Rev. Titus M. Books officiated.
Interment was in the Mastersonville Cemetery.
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Angola To Evict Missionaries
Most foreign Christian workers of the
United Church of Canada and the United
Church of Christ ( U S ) are to be withdrawn
from Angola, according to the Presbyterian
Record.
The decision was allegedly made because
the Portuguese government has a policy "apparently intended to extinguish Protestant
missionary activitity in Angola."
The new policy is expected to affect 16
missionaries. Six are members of the American
church and 10 of the United Church of
Canada. All missionaries who are due or
overdue to receive furloughs were directed
to return home by June 30.
The government apparently has harassed
missionaries by requiring them to register a
month in advance to travel beyond a strip 15
miles on either side of the main east-west road
in Angola. Bible and Bible study material,
even after censorship, have been confiscated.
Meetings for worship have been banned in
certain areas.
Western missionaries have not been physically abused, the report said, but African
Protestants have allegedly been tortured.
MCC (Canada) Representative
Discusses Christianity with
North Vietnamese Ambassador
Hanoi appreciates the Canadian Mennonites' efforts to provide medical supplies and
children's clothing to war sufferers in North
Vietnam, but they would much prefer to see
them raise a louder voice of protest against
U.S. policies in South East Asia.
This was J. M. Klassen's impression after
an hour's visit with the North Vietnamese
ambassador in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, recently.
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Klassen, executive secretary of tire Mennonite Central Committee ( C a n a d a ) , was in
Phnom Penh for five days in May to seek
permission to visit North Vietnam. The Ambassador, Mr. Nguyen Thuong, explained that
the Paris peace talks were putting a serious
strain on government officials in Hanoi. They
could hardly take time off to serve as hosts
to visitors whose motives, although sincere
and much appreciated, were not directly related to North Vietnam's need for widespread
public support.
Klassen was impressed with Ambassador
Thuong's hospitality and frankness. The two
men talked at considerable length first about
the war and then about Christianity.
"Ambassador Thuong asked some probing
questions about Christianity," Klassen recalls.
"Originally was Christianity not a religion
that provided for the needs of all people?"
the ambassador asked. "What has happened
to Christianity?" he wanted to know. "If
Jesus were here now, he would be on the side
of the Vietnamese, wouldn't he? Christianity
speaks of a final judgment. If there is a
judgment, Vietnam will come out better than
the United States."
For half an hour they discussed the Christian faith. The ambassador gladly accepted
a French New Testament which Klassen had
brought along.
The day following his meeting with Ambassador Thuong, J. M. Klassen flew to Saigon. The South Vietnamese capital, reports
Klassen, was in an "obvious state of disorganization and confusion. When I last visited
Saigon seven years ago, it was a beautiful,
clean city. Now everything seems to be in
disorder."
Boot Camp Training
One hundred 17-year-old boys took part in
a weekend Boot Camp training session at Roman Nose State Park near Watonga, Oklahoma
in April, 1968. The camp was sponsored by the
Western District Conference of the General
Conference Mennonite Church. It was considered so successful another session is being
planned for April, 1969.
The purpose of the Boot Camp is to present
and evaluate the various ways persons are
working for peace in our turbulent times.
It is not to counsel draft evasion. Those who
because of conscience choose to serve for
peace in an alternative to the military are
counseled on the steps they will need to take
to get their legal draft classification and are
told what they might expect to encoimter and
accomplish in that position.
"Our task at the Boot Camp is to teach
and train young men to be effective workers
for peace. The church needs to train the
conscientious objectors for 'peaceful combat'
against poverty, injustice, and those factors
causing violence just as the government is
training other men for 'military combat' to
contain evil and violence," says Rev. Palmer
Becker who conceived the Boot Camp idea
and directed the experimental venture with
the help of 23 other staff members.
Leighton Ford Guest Speaker On
"Old Fashioned Revival Hour"
Dr. Leighton Ford, vice president of the
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association and
director of his own five-man evangelistic
team, made guest appearances four Sundays
in June, 1968 on the "Old Fashioned Revival
Hour" radio broadcast founded by the late
Charles E. Fuller. Ford's series of sermons
centered on a wide spectrum of Christian
commitment as he spoke on the 43-year-old
broadcast now heard around the world on
more than 500 radio stations.
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In September, Ford will commence a new
series on the "Old Fashioned Revival Hour."
The weekly broadcast is directed by Daniel P.
Fuller, son of the founder, Charles E . Fuller.
Clergy Help Themselves To Help Others
Since 42 per cent of all disturbed people
turn first to their pastors, ministers throughout the State of Washington have formed the
Pastoral Institute to give themselves training
in counseling.
New director of the agency is the Rev.
Eugene Kidder. Dr. E.S.C. Ford, psychiatristpsychoanalyst, will be the medical director.
Protestant, Catholic and Jewish backers
have financed the non-profit organization to
be staffed by psychiatrists, psychologists, professional social-welfare workers and theological
leaders. Headquarters will be in the Lowman
Building in Seattle in space provided by ths
Family Counseling Service.
Theobald Says U.S. Crisis Spurs
Crisis in Church Structures
Recognition by American Churches of the
crisis in the nation has created a crisis in
their own structures, soeio-economist Dr.
Robert Theobald said in Ocean Grove, N. J..
He spoke during the course of the annual
meeting of the Church of the Brethren, one
of the historic "Peace Churches."
Dr. Theobald has been consultant to church
agencies on many occasions. He was involved
in drafting the document which defines the
National Council of Churches' special crisisin-the-nation priority.
There is a great gulf, he said, between the
rhetoric of the Churches in response to the
crisis and their actions. The crisis which this
presents to the Churches' structures, Dr. Theobald added, is inevitable because the racism
in society is paralleled in the present Church
structures.
He argued that the complaints of all powerless people—minority groups, youth, the poor
and women—are based in the constraints
which society's structures impose. He attributed
such restraints to bureaucracies, including
church bureaucracies.
Nazarenes Reject Rule Change
On Membership of Divorced
The Church of the Nazarene left unchanged
a church rule that in accepting divorced persons for membership, only the aggrieved person with scriptural grounds (adultery) for
divorce is eligible.
An attempt to liberalize the rule was tabled
during the denomination's 17th quadrennial
General Assembly here.
The Church also voted to phase out its
separate Gulf Central district (19 Negro
Nazarene churches in 13 Southern states),
and to transfer, on approval of the congregations, the churches into the normal geographic
districts.
Wesleyans Seek Merger with Free Methodists
At the closing business session of the Merging General Conference of the Wesleyan
Church, June 26-30, the body overwhelmingly

proposed immediate merger negotiations with
The Free Methodist Church of America with
Headquarters at Winona Lake, Indiana.
Furthermore, it authorized its General
Board to proceed with definite propositions
for the Free Methodist General Conference
in June 1969.
The Wesleyan Church was formed earlier
in the week by the union of The Pilgrim
Holiness
and
The
Wesleyan
Methodist
Churches.
W C C Assembly Opened
Amid Heraldic Pageantry
More than 2000 churchmen from six continents gathered in Uppsala, Sweden, July 4,
for the most widely representative meeting in
the history of the ecumenical movement.
The World Council of Churches' Fourth
Assembly, on the theme of renewal, opened
with flamboyant pageantry as Uppsala's 700year-old Gothic Cathedral resounded with
modem Scandinavian heraldic and Church
music.
The Cathedral, filled with dignitaries from
the World Council's 232 member churches
and from other churches specifically invited,
heard one of Asia's best-known churchmen,
the Rev. Dr. D . T. Niles, a Methodist, from
Ceylon, preach an opening sermon calling for
peoples and churches "to strike their tents
and take to the road again" in response to
the world's massive changes.
"Everywhere in our world today events are
taking place, big and small, which reveal that
God is doing a new thing among us," he
declared.
"Behold, I make all things new" is the Assembly theme.
Assembly participants and visitors in the
Cathedral, including Sweden's King Gustaf VI
Adolf, stood as trumpets fanfared the arrival
of the procession of 720 official delegates
whose deliberations and decisions are the core
of meetings in the three weeks to July 19.
Nine churchmen from different parts of the
world and different confessional and denominational families led the congregation's worship during the 90-minute service. Specially
commissioned choral, orchestral and organ
music contrasted with ancient, traditional
hymns of the Christian Church, sung in
Swedish, French, German and English by a
congregation from more than 80 nations.
Church Groups Won't Buy
From Biased Units
Millions of dollars spent for purchases by
17 church groups in New York will be given
only to companies and unions offering equal
employment opportunities to minority groups.
This was the decision of Protestant, Roman
Catholic, and
Jewish organizations
who
formed "Project Equality" upon the conviction that "true religious stewardship involves
not only how we budget our money but
also where we spend it."
The effort will attempt to overcome job
discrimination in the three areas of general
manufacturing and services; insurance, banking and real estate, and construction.

